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IN BOLIVIA

INTERNATIONAL

PEACE PROGRAM

"EQUIP AND ENGAGE YOUNG BOLIVIANS

AS FUTURE LEADERS OF PEACE"
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In recent decades, Bolivia committed itself to a process of reform to help generate a more peaceful society.

However, the nation still ranks 86th out of 163 countries in terms of peaceful conditions, according to the Global

Peace Index 2020 (Institute of Economics and Peace). Young people will eventually play a significant role as future

leaders, but Bolivian young people have traditionally been excluded from civic decision-making processes. This

inevitably impedes effective intergenerational leadership transitions such that they occur in peaceful ways. This has

to change to enhance prospects for long-term peacebuilding systemically. Young people show they are eager to be

educated on how to engage in civic leadership, promote peace, develop leadership skills, and cultivate a culture of

sustainable peace. This is a clear precedent for fostering respect for human rights and civic inclusiveness.

In the term 2020-2021, an exciting project was launched - the first International Peace Program in Bolivia (PIP

Bolivia): "Educate, Equip and Commit Young Peace Leaders in Bolivia." Hundreds of young Bolivians passionate

about peacebuilding, sustainable development and leadership applied for acceptance to the Program. The number

of applicants was overwhelming indicating strong interest in learning about how to engage and lead communities

toward more peaceful conditions. Program participants exhibited a strong desire to participate in creating positive,

sustainable changes in their communities across Bolivia.

The Program was sponsored and funded by Rotary Clubs, Districts, and the Rotary Foundation. Our partners

include the La Paz San Jorge Rotary Club, District 4690, Bolivia, U.S. Rotary Clubs of Hobbs, Lovington, Roswell-

Pecos Valley, Rotarians from Taos-Milagro and District 5520 of New Mexico (USA). The program was also supported

by the Rotary Foundation and several international and national organizations, including United4Change Center

(U4C), Unidos para el Cambio Bolivia, NewGen Peacebuilders℠ (NGP), and Mediators Beyond Borders International

(MBBI). The Program was led by Rotary Peace Fellows and Positive Peace Activators for Latin America from the

Institute for Economics & Peace, which collaborated for the first time in Bolivia in carrying out a major peace

education program. Thanks to the sponsoring organizations, the International Peace Program in Bolivia included a

full scholarship which covered all expenses for participants.

The Program was delivered virtually equipping and engaging young Bolivians in becoming future leaders of peace

and agents of positive change - practicing the 2030 Sustainable Development Goals (UN-SDGs). The SDG’s

represent important principles for establishing and sustaining a culture of peace in Bolivia. Program graduates also

met in person to implement innovative peace-building projects. A network of Program graduates represents a new

cadre of future leaders and peacebuilders for Bolivia.

Welcome!
 

NewGen Peacebuilders (SM) en Bolivia, 2016 - Dr. Phill Gittins y  Participantes 

BOLIVIA
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Based on the Facilitating Organizations (NGP, MBBI, and U4C) approach, the content of the International

Peace Program in Bolivia (PIP Bolivia) included education, training, and orientation through interactive

learning and a team project management system. Using online platforms, such as CANVAS, Zoom, and

others.

With this virtual model, in each session, the participants interacted and worked in groups with the support

and guidance of Local Guides and Co-Guides; most of them were Rotarians and members of Rotaract

Clubs. They guided the creation, development, and implementation of peace projects. Through

conversations, dialogues, discussions, creative exercises, group and personal reflections, the young

participants developed critical thinking, creativity, and skills necessary to become leaders of peace and

social impact.

CONVERSATIONS DIALOGUES, DISCUSSIONS,
CREATIVE EXERCISES

LOCAL
GUIDES

Local guides were

trained to support the

participants during the

sessions and develop

and implement peace

action projects.

INVITED
EXPERTS

International, regional,

and national

experts developed and

facilitated virtual

workshops.

READINGS AND
RESOURCES

PEACE
PROJECTS

PERSONAL REFLECTIONDESIGN & PROJECT
MANAGEMENT 

Learning Structure

IMMERSION 
WORKSHOPS

Access to a virtual

learning platform with

articles, case studies,

and videos on

peacebuilding and

sustainable

development issues.

Interactive and in-

person workshops,

which presented

peacebuilding structures,

best practices, and tools

to develop

compassionate

presence.

Participants

designed, planned

and implemented

peace action

projects in small

teams.

Main Components

Copyright © 2022   |  United4Change Center   |   Rotary Global Grant GG2098589



AREA 1
FOUNDATIONS OF

PEACE

AREA 2
FACILITATION OF

PEACE

CONVERSATION

AREA 3
LEADERSHIP FOR

PEACE AND

SOCIAL IMPACT

AREA 4
DESIGN AND

MANAGEMENT OF

PEACE PROJECTS

The International Peace Program in Bolivia (PIP Bolivia) included four fundamental Areas created and

adapted by the Facilitating Organizations (NGP, MBBI, U4C), where each Area was divided into Modules.

Each Module provided content designed explicitly for Bolivian youth, respecting the country's culture and a

conflict sensitivity analysis. The PIP Bolivia also included selected topics from various private and public

organizations and agencies. It was built on the proven success of the NewGen Peacebuilders℠ global peace

education and leadership development program, which emphasizes youth's role, value, and impact. In the

pursuit of a peaceful world. The Program ran for 12 weeks.

This Program offered participants and local guides to be part of the YOUnited celebration (Model created by

NewGen Peacebuilders℠), where civic, community, public and private sector leaders

promoted sustainability and replicability of the projects designed by the participants during the Program

(PIP Bolivia). Thanks to the sponsoring organizations, this program included a full scholarship covering all

accepted applicants' expenses.

Module 1: Foundations and

Structures of Peace

Module 2: Peace Processes and

Practices

Module 3: Practical Application

of Conflict and Peace

Measurement

Module 4: Sustainable

Development and Peace

Module 5: Opportunities and

Challenges to achieving peace

and sustainable development.

Module 1: Compassionate

Presence

Module 2: Personal and

Group Dynamics & Conflict

Literacy

Module 3: Conversation Skills

Module 4: Way of Thinking

and Skills to Facilitate Peace

Module 1: Effective Leadership

for Social Impact and Peace

Projects

Module 2: Values   and Culture

of Peace

Module 3: Inner Peace:

Meditation and Other

Techniques

Module 4: Non-Verbal

Communication

Module 1: Effective Management

of Peace Projects

Module 2: Applying the Design

Thinking Model

Module 3: Stakeholders Analysis

and Needs Assessment

Module 4: Monitoring and

Evaluation of Peace Projects

Module 5: Complete and Submit

Projects / Celebrate Peace.

Celebración YOUnited

(Modelo NewGen Peacebuilders℠)

Áreas and Modules

Copyright © 2022   |  United4Change Center   |   Rotary Global Grant GG2098589



Facilitating Organizations

United4Change Center for International Development & Global Citizenship

(U4C) is led by a Rotary International Peace Fellow in the United States

(Houston) and Bolivia. U4C has been working to promote social justice and

sustainable peace by empowering women and youth to make them agents of

change in their communities. U4C has won international recognition with the

design and implementation of projects to empower women in fragile and

vulnerable sectors in Latin America and East Africa; through an innovative and

comprehensive model of literacy/adult education, access to health services and

technical skills training, as well as technical and financial support in micro-

enterprise entrepreneurship.

NewGen Peacebuilders℠ is a global youth leadership development and

peace education program that helps young people understand peace-

related systems, develop planning and project management skills, and

embrace peace as a personal responsibility. The facilitation program and

process are based on various peace education resources and integrate

best practices in global education. NewGen Peacebuilders presents a wide

range of content based on research on conflict and peace and engages

participants to act compassionately.

Mediators Beyond Borders International (MBBI) is an

internationally recognized organization associated with

Rotary International. MBBI develops local capacities for

peace and promotes mediation worldwide, enhancing

local capacity - upon invitation - by advocating for

mediation at all levels and providing consulting

services that promote the peaceful resolution of

conflicts. MBBI uses existing networks and resources to

build the participants' conflict literacy and dialogue

skills to become more effective peacebuilders within

their groups, clubs, communities, districts, and others.

www.united4changecenter.org

http://www.motheringacrosscontinents.org/
NewGenPeace

www.mediatorsbeyondborders.org/
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Facilitation & Support Team

PATRICIA

SHAFER//
Patricia is the Executive Director of NewGen

Peacebuilders (NGP) and Mothering Across

Continents, an international non-profit organization

that manages education projects in various

countries in Africa. Senior Fellow for Peace

Education of the Alliance for Peacebuilding. Rotary

International Peace Fellow, Positive Peace Activator,

Institute for Economics and Peace Ambassador, and

nominee for the UNESCO Literacy Prize for Women

and Girls.

PHILL
GITTINS, PhD//

Phill is Director of Education for World Beyond War,

Rotary International Peace Fellow, and Kathryn Davis,

Ambassador for the Institute for Economics and

Peace, Ph. Peace and Conflicts. He has worked and

traveled in more than 50 countries. Phill has received

multiple awards for his contributions to peace and

conflict work. Author of the book entitled “Peace and

Conflicts in Bolivia.”

SCOTT

MARTIN//

M. CARLA
MURILLO//

BOB REID,
PhD//

Martin is a Fellow for Peace from Rotary

International, Activator of Positive Peace (Institute

of Economics and Peace), founding member of

Mediators Beyond Borders International (MBBI),

Master in Conflict Resolution, Negotiation, and

Peacebuilding. Certified Facilitator in Truth and

Racial Healing. Experience in community mediation,

juvenile justice, peacebuilding, and social

entrepreneurship.

M. Carla is an Economist and Activator of Positive Peace

for LATAM from the Institute of Economy and Peace. He

has a Master's degree in Finance and Marketing and a

diploma course in Design and Evaluation of Social

Projects, higher education, and peacebuilding. He works

in the United4Change Center organization as a

representative for Latin America, coordinating the

execution and monitoring of social projects in rural and

urban areas. She is currently part of the Latin American

Symposium as a facilitator.

Bob has a Ph.D. in Business, MBA, and Ph.D. with

various degrees and certifications. Expert in the

areas of private philanthropy and human behavior

in organizations. In his senior executive

management roles in philanthropy and business,

Dr. Reid has developed innovative interventions in

the leadership of foundations and other types of

organizations in health, mental health, human

services, and public education.
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XIMENA

MURILLO//
Ximena has a Bachelor of Business with a Master of

International Business from the University of St.

Thomas, Houston. He is a graduate of the Stanford

University Graduate School of Business Social

Entrepreneurship Executive program. Rotary

International Peace Fellow. A social entrepreneur

with experience in promoting social justice and

sustainable peace in fragile communities in Latin

America, Africa, and the USA. Executive Director

(CEO) of United4Change Center U4C.



Equipo de Facilitación & Apoyo

GERARDO
BERTHIN, PhD//

TERRI-ANN
GILBERT, PhD//

VICTOR HUGO

GARCIA MEZA//

CATALINA L .
CHAUX-ECHEVERRI//

MAGDALENA
ZURITA//

Gerardo has a Doctorate in International Politics

and a Magister of Political Sciences. Harvard

University Certified Trainer on Leadership. He has

taught undergraduate and graduate courses at

universities in the US, Europe, and Latin America

and is the author and co-author of more than 12

UNDP National Human Development Reports

worldwide. He has nearly 20 years of experience in

various democracy and governance policy reform

programs.

Terri-Ann has a Ph.D. in Political Science, a

Master's in Development Planning, and a BA in

International Relations. She is an expert in policy

research, youth empowerment, peace, and

security. He has worked in national and

international advisory roles on global governance

and development. She is currently the Research

Manager in the Directorate for Economics, Youth

and Sustainable Development at the

Commonwealth Secretariat.

Victor H. holds a Bachelor of Business

Administration and is a professional pilot.

He has worked in the public and private areas and

with international organizations; He also has

extensive experience in the planning, coordination,

and management of seminars, training programs,

and workshops in different areas (health, education,

economic development and others), he also

contributes to the development of social projects in

United4Change Center and promotes the

construction of peace between social actors.

Catalina is a Lawyer with a master's degree in Conflict

Resolution, a specialization in Economic Law, and a

Certified Professional Coach.

She is a member of Mediators Beyond Borders

International, IPTI Faculty, President of the MBB

Canada Board, and Co-director of the Peace Congress

2021 in Quito, Ecuador. He has extensive experience in

the public sector, international relations, and social

responsibility—vast experience working with

individuals, groups, and communities to maximize

their potential, including cultural competencies.

Magdalena has a degree in Political Science and a

Master's in Peace Studies. She is currently doing a

Master's in Social Innovation. Rotary International

Peace Scholar in Japan and member of the Board

of Directors of the Association of Peace Scholars

2019-2020. She studied meditation with the

Nepalese teacher Surendra Shresta and became an

Instructor in Meditation Techniques. She carried

out energy and psychological therapies and

currently coordinates the Virtual Circle of

Meditating Women.
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JELENA
JEVTIC//
Jelena is a Program Coordinator for NewGen

Peacebuilders (NGP), graduated in Political Science

(Bluefield State College), is doing a Masters in

Security, Intelligence, and Strategic Studies

(University of Glasgow - UK). Jelena was a Rotaract

member who studied Peace Research at the Peace

Research Institute in Oslo (PRIO) and received a 2020

Peace and Security Fellowship from the

Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe

(OSCE) and the United Nations Office for

Disarmament Affairs (UNODA).



Equipo de Facilitación & Apoyo

VERONICA

ROLLANDI//

SABRINA
FERNANDEZ//

BRENDA

BOCANEGRA//

JOHN
SCARDINA//

Brenda has a BA in English History with a Master's in

International Management from the University of

St. Thomas, Houston. She received several awards,

including the 2020 Houston Business Journal, for his

leadership in nonprofit organizations. Brenda has

more than 20 years of experience in human

resources, leadership training, and volunteering

with nonprofit organizations.

Veronica is an ICF-certified Leadership Coach, Consultant

and Trainer, specializing in leadership development,

effective communications, and personal growth. She

empowers leaders and individuals to reach their personal

and professional goals, overcome challenges, and enable

sustainable results. She designs and conducts leadership

trainings, particularly for women leaders in Social

Entrepreneurship.

Veronica holds a Bachelor Degree in Psychology from the

University of Houston-Downtown, and an ACC Coach

Certification from the International Coaching Federation.

Sabrina has a degree in Marketing and Logistics

with a master's degree in Marketing Management

and Commercial Management. She worked at the

Comprehensive Center for Development and

Professional Training (CIDCAP) in   the logistics and

development of a database. She has provided

training on marketing and sales for the project to

empower women in vulnerable communities in

Bolivia. She is currently Director of Marketing and

Social Media at United4Change Center (U4C).

John has a BA in Religion with a Master's in

Psychology and is certified to practice School

Psychology in New York and Pennsylvania. He is a

facilitator of the Alternatives to Violence Project

and has participated in workshops in the United

States, El Salvador, and Palestine. He contributed to

the Quaker Bolivia Link for 20 years that supported

the indigenous Aymara people of Bolivia to access

clean water and sustainable agriculture practices,

which increased their ability to be autonomous.

MARIA A.

PEREZ//
María Antonia is a graphic designer with a master's

degree in Management of Social Enterprises for

Social Innovation and Local Development and is a

Rotary Pro-Peace Fellow at Chulalongkorn

University, of the Diploma in Conflict Resolution in

Bangkok, Thailand, and Activator of Positive Peace.

She has worked on art projects, the culture of peace,

and social transformation in different social

contexts and countries with non-profit

organizations in Colombia, Sri Lanka, Cambodia, the

USA, and Japan.
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ALEJANDRO

MURILLO//
Alejandro is a political scientist specializing in

public management and project development.

AUGM Scholar at the Universidad Nacional del

Litoral, Argentina. Scholarship holder of the

Program for the Strengthening of the Public

Function in Latin America of the Botín Foundation,

Spain. Member of the Network of Public Servants

of Latin America and Co-founder of the Bolivian

Network for Public Service.



Equipo de Facilitación & Apoyo

DANIEL
CARLSEN//

ANDREAS

RIEMANN//
Daniel is a Lawyer with a master's degree in Corporate and

Business Law with a specialty in Corporate Social

Responsibility. He teaches undergraduate and graduate

courses at prestigious universities in La Paz. He was

President of the La Paz Rotaract Club and creator of two

Rotaract star projects at the Bolivian level: This is not it and

Corazón a Corazón.

He is the Country Director of the International Youth

Society and General Director of the Let's Make Change

Foundation. He has recognition from the JCI, Special

Olympics, and the Colombo-American Chamber of

Commerce.

CRISTINA

UTADA//

Cristina has a degree in Political Science

(Universidad de Buenos Aires) and a Master's

degree in International Studies (Universidad Di

Tella). She has a Postgraduate Degree in Direction

and Management of Social Organizations from the

University of San Andres. She currently works at

the Embassy of Japan in Argentina as an advisor to

the Economic Section-International Cooperation.

Andreas is a Certified Peace and Conflict

Consultant, Restorative Practices Facilitator, and

Trauma Counselor with a master's in Peace and

Reconciliation Studies from Coventry

University/UK. Twenty-five years of experience in

social, peace, conflict, and development work and

training. Great capacity for critical thinking,

strategic planning, and problem-solving.

JORGE

MONTAÑO//

Jorge is a student intern at United4Change

Center - U4C in the digital area, logistics, and

translations. Likewise, he supported as head of

music and technological support in the PIP

Bolivia International Peace Program sessions.

María Julia is a lawyer and has a Master's in

International Relations. Since her graduation, she

has worked on gender issues, gender violence and

human trafficking, and the new slavery of the 21st

century. Her experience as Regional Coordinator

for Latin America and the Caribbean of PWAG

allowed her to focus on the issues mentioned

above and become an expert in Resolution 1325 of

the United Nations Security Council, "Women,

Peace, and Security."

MARÍA JULIA

MOREYRA//
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In Action!



"Peace begins with a smile"
Madre Teresa de Calcuta

Thank you very much for this opportunity; it

changed my life into a positive one, it gave

me new skills to be a future doctor who

always considers what I have learned. Again,

thank you very much.

It has been an honor to participate in this

training process with experts as professional

as you; thank you very much for the

opportunity, excellent methodology, and

content.

sonia becerra

Thank you for your time, sacrifice, and

dedication to everyone on the team. An

unforgettable experience in our lives! We stay

with friends looking for a better future, which

is invaluable.

MATEO COX
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A LOOK INSIDE THE HEART ...
 

MARISABEL PINTO



Thank you for everything; I am pleased to

have participated and be now part of this

new Peace network in Bolivia.

IRMA SOLIS

Thanks to the entire team for the dedication

and love put into each session.

DANIELA CARDONA

Thank you; you were LIGHT in our lives,

blessings, and our eternal gratitude guides

and co-guides and the U4C team.

BOLCHA GUZMÁN
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A LOOK INSIDE THE HEART ...
"Peace begins with a smile"

Madre Teresa de Calcuta



YOUnited in Bolivia held the interactive presentation of Peace and Action Projects prepared by Young

Leaders, who completed the First International Peace Program - PIP and are committed to building peace

in Bolivia and the world.    It has been several months in which we shared an incredible journey, full of

experiences and teachings, together with Peace Leaders from different cities of Bolivia and worldwide. 

More than 90 young people from all over Bolivia received a Certificate as the first generation of LEADING

PEACE BUILDERS! Ten teams shared the results of their great peace projects with friends, family, and

Rotary members.    We are very  proud and confident that many lives will be impacted and transformed

thanks to the commitment, perseverance, and great work that participants put into the program!

YOUnited Celebration!
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Congratulations to the first generation of peace leaders in Bolivia!



821

113

100

Bolivian youth who applied to the
system

Bolivian youth who
completed their applications

Selected youth

IMPACT
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Modules, sessions, and special
events

 20 +



IMPACT

Copyright © 2022   |  United4Change Center   |   Rotary Global Grant GG2098589



T H A N K  Y O U !
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"There is no way to
Peace, Peace is the
way."
Mahatma Gandhi



“Corazones Verdes
de Oruro”

ORURO

COCHABAMBA

Plant trees in the city of Oruro to create a balance with

nature, take care of the environment, improve the quality of

life and give hope to the peri-urban population, symbolizing

the planting of the seeds of peace and creating the elements

of Positive Peace, creating good relations between neighbors

and reducing violence.

#YOMEAMO
Create an information and

communication network (WhatsApp) for

adolescents in the Las Cuadras

Cochabamba neighborhood. It will guide

sexual education to avoid unwanted

pregnancies and HIV infections.

LA PAZ 2
 

“un barrio, un mundo
mejor” Creation of groups for psychological support, emotional

therapy, and economic empowerment for young people at risk

in the area of   Chasquipampa, La Paz."
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PROJECTS THAT BUILD PEACE
 

“Un Viaje Por Tu Plan
De Vida”

SANTA CRUZ 1
 

Creation of an interactive fair for at-risk

youth in the city of Santa Cruz, which

allows them to discover their life plan

and thus reduce interpersonal and

social conflicts.

“ESPONJITAS CON
CONSCIENCIA"

Campaign to denature direct and cultural violence against boys

and girls in school in the cities of Chuquisaca and Tarija.

SUCRE/TARIIJA



LA PAZ 3

"SEMILLITAS PARA
ALIVIAR"

Innovative training on emotional intelligence for vocational

community elementary teachers from the Simón Bolívar

Higher Training School for Teachers, La Paz, to mitigate

violence against children.
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“ECOFamilia”

SANTA CRUZ 2
 

Design a citizen awareness campaign

regarding caring for the environment,

mishandling garbage, and informing

with emphasis on existing programs in

the center of the city of Santa Cruz.

“ACTURA"
(Actuar & Curar)

LA PAZ 1

Creation of a theater arts program focused on addressing

the psychosocial effects caused by the COVID-19 pandemic

in young adolescents.

LA PAZ 4

“Narices Verdes”
Raise public awareness, through

satire, to throw garbage in the

containers to avoid spreading

environmental contamination in the

city of La Paz.

"DIVAS DIVINAS"

PANDO
 

Creation of a safe space (Spa) to empower, inform and

support adolescents from the Santa Clara neighborhood

of the Municipality of Cobija, so they learn about their

sexual and reproductive health rights, access information

on contraception and find their inner peace, increase their

self-esteem so they can continue to live a whole and

healthy life.

PROJECTS THAT BUILD PEACE
 





Peace Builders
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Wendy Roxana Jordán Minaya

Daniela Cardona Godoy

Jhanice Alejandra Dorado Pardo

Bolcha Cecilia Guzmán

Dayana Carol Ledezma Fuentes

Andrea Mamani Adrian

Víctor Stiven Montenegro Murillo

Katterin Pamela Nuñez Choque

 

 

Corazones
Verdes

Semillitas
para
Aliviar
 

Un Barrio,
Un Mundo
Mejor

Vivian Virginia Quinteros Sanchez

Nayra Limachi Mamani

Cristian Iturralde Aparício

 

 

María Lucía Centellas Burgoa

Juan Pablo Torrico Ballivian

Nicole Alexandra Terrazas Santander

 

 

 

 

Thank you!
 

The implementation of these Peace Projects

was supported by the entire U4C team, especially Phill

Gittins, Carla Murillo, Sabrina Fernandez, Alejandro

Murillo, and Victor Hugo Garcia-Meza.

 

It should be noted that Víctor Hugo García Meza

managed to build a solid bridge of work and

friendship between Rotary and the cooperating

organization, with stability and objectivity in

monitoring all the details for the development of the

PIP Program, the presentation of Projects, and the

execution of the Peace  Projects that  have been

implemented.



Finalist Projects!
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Sustainable peace begins with planting and protecting trees in places like

Oruro, where there is a deficit of 3,264,131 square meters of green areas.

This project seeks to achieve ecological balance, thus improving the quality

of life of the citizens of the peri-urban area of Oruro by planting and

protecting trees that take care of the environment and build peace in the

communities. Each tree represents the memory of a life lost to femicide in

Bolivia and symbolizes planting the seeds of peace and creating elements

of Positive Peace, developing good relations between neighbors, and

reducing violence.

𝗖𝗢𝗥𝗔𝗭𝗢𝗡𝗘𝗦 𝗩𝗘𝗥𝗗𝗘𝗦 𝗗𝗘 𝗢𝗥𝗨𝗥𝗢

𝗦𝗘𝗠𝗜𝗟𝗟𝗜𝗧𝗔𝗦 𝗣𝗔𝗥𝗔 𝗔𝗟𝗜𝗩𝗜𝗔𝗥

UN BARRIO, UN MUNDO MEJOR

Innovative training in emotional intelligence for basic level teachers at the

Simón Bolívar High School, La Paz, to mitigate violence against children.

Evidence shows that violence against children affects their emotional

relationships with their environment, and the teacher is the person who

can identify changes in their behavior. Teachers do not have the dynamic

intelligence tools to guide and educate children. All this greatly threatens

their personal development and hinders the construction of elements of

Positive Peace expressed in the culture of peace, a principle that governs

Bolivia.

Research studies establish that violence in Bolivia is a systemic-structural

problem: it manifests itself at home and in public spaces and institutions

such as schools, universities, health centers at all levels of care, ministries,

and departmental and municipal governments. As well as in the private

sector. The youth of Chasquipampa, La Paz, face multiple obstacles,

systemic and precise, in an environment that does not provide them with

the necessary tools to overcome them, keeping them in a situation of

vulnerability in the face of various existing risks. This project seeks the co-

creation of psychological support groups, emotional therapy, and

economic empowerment for at-risk youth in this area.



Peace in Action!

The "Semillitas para Aliviar" project began registration for

teachers' emotional intelligence training course at the Simón

Bolívar Higher Training School. The objective of the course is

that they can recognize and manage emotions in a balanced

way in boys and girls who suffer some violence that affects

their inner and interpersonal development.

The project "Un barrio, un mundo mejor" met with the

neighborhood council of the Chasquipampa neighborhood.

The neighbors expressed their concern about the lack of

opportunities and activities for young people and, without

hesitation and in consensus, supported the initiative! The

project began with the first training workshop for

Psychology students from the Bolivian Private University

who will develop group therapy sessions for young people

from the neighborhoods of Casegural-Municipal and San

Sebastián.

This past April 23, remembering Earth Day, the "Corazones

Verdes de Oruro" project, 30 trees were planted in the pre-

urban areas of Oruro, overcoming the challenges of climate

change. Congratulations!

With a lot of commitment and responsibility, each group began

the related activities to carry out their projects!
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We are very proud that these three Peace Projects have been implemented in April, May, and June 2022. We are

aware of the role that youth play in building PEACE in Bolivia, and that this will be the initial seed that will bear

much fruit for the next generations! Let's build resilient, productive and peaceful societies! 

No cost is high enough to achieve Peace!



Special Thanks to Two
Exceptional Rotarians!
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One can be part of a project from

different angles; however, Bob Reid is

part of the PIP Bolivia International

Peace Program in all its aspects! We

started dreaming, together with Bob,

that Bolivia wanted and needed to

build peace by strengthening youth

leadership on these issues. That dream

became a challenge as we had to adapt

to the circumstances of a global COVID-

19 pandemic and the loss of loved ones.

With skill, wisdom, and 'peace,' Bob

guided the team to adapt the entire

Program to a virtual one with the same

impact and quality.

Thanks to him, Rotarians and the U4C

team, together with the collaborating

organizations, we made it a reality for

young Bolivians from almost all

cities of Bolivia.  They have learned

about culture of peace and

peacebuilding, changing their lives and

impacting their communities and the

country that Bob loves so much,

Bolivia. When we talk about leadership,

we talk about Bob. Thank you, Bob, for

being a great leader, mentor, and

a peacemaker in Bolivia and the world!

Mauricio Steverkynck, whom his

friends affectionately call 'Mauri', is

the one who never doubted, not for a

minute, that the first International

Peace Program in Bolivia was going

to take place. Mauricio tirelessly

supported the team and

promoted the Program with ideas,

actions, and, above all, loyalty, so

that the Program would be a success.

He was always convinced that

knowledge and seeds to sow peace

must be given to young people, who

have in their hands the power to

build peace, and peace in Bolivia was

what was needed. Thanks to

leadership from Mauritius, the

support of the Rotary Club La Paz San

Jorge was always present, and he was

the one who always trusted that the

existing challenges would be

overcome by the cooperating

organization United4Change Center

U4C and its team. People like Mauri

not only build peace but he 'is' peace

with his actions and attitude every

day. Thanks for all the support Mauri!



Luis Angel Diaz del Castillo

District Governor 4690, Rotary Bolivia

International Peace Program, Bolivia (PIP Bolivia)

The La Paz-San Jorge Rotary Club developed a Pro-Peace Global Grant in partnership with Rotary

Clubs from the United States: Hobbs, Lovington, and other Clubs of the District of New Mexico, the

cooperating organization United4Change Center (U4C), in collaboration with two recognized

international organizations, NewGen Peacebuilders (NGP) and Mediators Beyond Borders

International (MBBI). We have witnessed the launching of this project in this term, and with great

pleasure, we know of its successful completion.

In a very special way, we would like to highlight the excellent results of this project's indicators and it

is an honor to announce that the Program will receive a "special mention" at the District Conference

to be held on April 29 and 30 in Sucre - Bolivia. At a time when Rotarians around the world are

stunned to witness a brutal invasion, the planning and execution of Pro-Peace projects with these

characteristics, could not be more pertinent.

Today, more than 75 million people are displaced due to conflict, persecution, and human rights

violations. Half of them are children. In Rotary, we reject violence and undertake Pro-Peace projects

to foster understanding and strengthen the ability of communities to resolve conflicts. Rotary

creates spaces of peace, and as a humanitarian organization, peace is one of the cornerstones of

our mission. Today's commitment responds to new challenges, and we are approaching this

concept with greater cohesion and inclusion.

We congratulate La Paz-San Jorge Rotary Club  for being promoters and fighting for peace in how

they have been doing. And when the time comes, if necessary, to be the reconstruction agents,

preventing and resolving conflicts. 

GD Luis Angel Diaz del Castillo
PEACE LEADERS
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Rotary Club La Paz San Jorge
Since February 2020, the La Paz San Jorge Rotary Club has been the only “Peace Club” in the region as part

of the Rotary Action Group for Peace. The Rotary Action Group for Peace is an action-led group of Rotarians,

spouses of Rotarians, and Rotaractors working together to promote peace and prevent wars worldwide. The

Rotary Action Group for Peace provides a network and resources to promote peace and conflict resolution

work for Rotarians worldwide.

One of the Rotary Action Group for Peace goals is to open a way for existing Rotary Peace programs, such as

Rotary Peace Fellows, to become directly involved with Rotarians and their activities. Likewise, the 2020-

2021 Management Board of the Rotary Club La Paz San Jorge and achieving an efficient follow-up of the

projects in execution on peace has created the Peace Committee in the Club. This way contributes to

promoting active participation partners in the Culture of Peace.

As a humanitarian organization, peace is a

cornerstone of Rotary International's mission.

Rotary believes that change can have a global

effect when people work to build peace in their

communities. Rotary's commitment to

peacebuilding today responds to new challenges:

how we can have the most significant impact and

how this organization can achieve its vision of

lasting change. Rotary creates spaces where

peace can happen.

www.rotary4690.org

www.facebook.com/RotaryClubLaPazSanJorge 
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LEONARDO CARRASCO: A MAN OF PEACE
The construction of peace responds to a vocation, an inner call; we can say a deep conviction;

Luis Leonardo Carrasco Guzmán, in his business, family life, and as a Rotarian, radiated a

personal light that showed that deep conviction to contribute, with actions, to the construction

peace. I met Leonardo at school; we were restless boys seeking to better understand the world

around us; we prepared ourselves for the moment when we would play our role in society as

adults. Many years later, we met in Rotary; it was a beautiful surprise because it meant that we

shared many values, especially community service. He had a friendly, kind, cheerful character; he

radiated peace and he was always smiling, ready to give a hand to whoever needed it; he always

told me about his family, whom he deeply loved. During my tenure as Governor of Rotary District

4690, we dreamed of carrying out several projects together.

At that time, he invited me to visit Quime, the town where his Club had an economic

development project, empowering women in this community by training them in various trades.

I was amazed at this project, which changed the lives of dozens of women and their families,

allowing each woman to be at peace with herself and contributing to a paradigm shift in that

society and her home.  I've enjoyed spending time with him very much. On different occasions,

we had great conversations. Once, he told me that his Club should become the first pro-peace

Club in the District; he was always a man of action, and his dream of building peace in our

country led him to sponsor various projects in his Club. I am sure that part of his legacy has

contributed effectively to constructing a more equitable society, which is the basis of peace.

Leonardo Carrasco was a man of peace; who taught me a lot. He will live forever in the hearts of

all of us who had the fortune to call him friend, brother, and fellow Rotarian, RIP. and let the

Perpetual Light shine for Luis Leonardo Carrasco Guzmán.
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He will live forever in the
hearts of all of us who had the
fortune to call him friend,
brother, and fellow Rotarian.
– Marco Salinas

Marco Salinas  

Marco Salinas
Former District Governator 4690,  Rotary Bolivia



More Information:

www.united4changecenter.org

info@united4changecenter.org
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